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wee brought from England, of purpose to land men in the
country of Brasil. Here we discharged our great prize of wine,
and set her on fire. But before our comming thither, you shall
understand we had sight of foure sailes; which was Captaine
Venner in his ship the Peregrine, and a proper Biskaine1 which
he tooke at Cape Blank, the Welcome of Plymmouth, and her
pinnesse; all which stood with us. But they, seeing our flags, not
expecting such good fellowes as we, did beare from us all they
might; which our people tooke very unkindly that, being all
friends, they would neither enquire nor tell us any newes of our
friends, but without making any shew of kindnes would so
depart.
As before I have said, the choice being made for the place to
build the gally-frigat, ashore it was brought; where the car-
penters applied their worke, still [i.e. continually] cheered unto
it by the generals good gifts bestowed among them and kind
usage of the rest of the commanders, not without great care of
the captaine for the safety of them all, by keeping good watch.
Yet one negligent fellow, which had no knowledge of the
country, straying from his company, was by the Portugals taken,
and very kindly used and brought againe unto us; for which
good the generall rewarded them well with gifts very acceptable,
which they tooke as kindly. While wee were thus busily imployed
about the foresayd galley, we descried at sea foure sailes, which
we had good hope would have prooved Indies men*, or some to
have brought us what wee looked for. But they proved Captaine
Venner with his fleet as aforesayd; who, seeing us at anker,
ankered also. Where spending some time, and being acquainted
with our generals determination for landing, [they] consorted
with us, and their bils, according to the maner of the sea, were
made and signed on either part; we to have three parts, and he
the fourth, of all that should be taken; wherby our strength was
increased, to all our comforts.
Three weeks or thereabouts we stayd in this place before the
gaily was finished; which done, putting men into her and fitting
1 A vessel from Biscay, a province of Northern Spain, with Bilbao for its
principal port.
a Portuguese carracks from India.